APPENDIX 4: THE BIRTH REGISTRATION
DATASET

Mode of Data Collection

Since 1995 all NZ hospitals and delivering midwives have been required to notify Internal
Affairs (within 5 working days of delivery), of the birth of a live or stillborn baby 20+ weeks
gestation or weighing >400g. Prior to 1995, only stillborn babies reaching 28+ weeks of
gestation required birth notification. Information on the hospital’s notification form includes
maternal age, ethnicity, multiple birth status, and baby’s sex, birth weight and gestational
age. In addition, parents must complete a Birth Registration Form within two years of
delivery, duplicating the above information with the exception of birth weight and
gestational age, which are supplied only on hospital notification forms. Once both forms
are received by Internal Affairs, the information is merged into a single entry. This two-
stage process it is thought to capture 99.9% of births occurring in New Zealand and cross-
checking at the receipting stage allows for the verification of birth detail [1].

Interpretation of Information Derived from the Birth
Registration Dataset

Because of the two-stage birth registration process, the majority of variables contained
within the birth registration dataset are >98% complete, and cross-checking at the
receipting stage (with the exception of birth weight and gestational age) allows for the
verification of birth details. In addition, the way in which ethnicity is collected in this dataset
confers a number of advantages, with maternal ethnicity being derived from the
information supplied by parents on their baby’s birth registration form. This has the
advantage of avoiding some of the ambiguities associated with hospital and mortality data,
which at times have been reported by third parties. Changes in the way ethnicity was
defined in 1995 however make information collected prior to this date incomparable with
that collected afterwards. For births prior to 1995, maternal ethnicity was defined by
ancestry, with those having half or more Maori or Pacific blood meeting ethnic group
criteria, resulting in three ethnic groups, Maori, Pacific and non-Maori non-Pacific. For
births after 1995 maternal ethnicity was self identified, with an expanded number of ethnic
categories being available and parents being asked to tick as many options as required to
show which ethnic group(s) they belonged to. For those reporting multiple ethnic affiliations
a priority rating system was introduced, as discussed Appendix 6 of this report
(Measurement of Ethnicity).

Because this dataset captures 99.9% of births occurring in NZ, is >98% complete for most
variables, collects self-reported ethnicity in a standard manner and is collated and coded
by a single agency, information derived from this dataset is likely to be of higher quality
than that derived from many of NZ’s other data sources. Limitations however include the
relatively restricted number of variables contained within the dataset (e.g. it lacks
information on maternal smoking, BMI or obstetric interventions) and the lack of cross-
checking for birth weight and gestational age (which is supplied only on the hospital
notification form). The changeover in ethnicity definition during 1995 also prohibits time
series analysis by ethnicity over the medium to long term. Finally, since the last report, the
Ministry of Health has stopped providing stillbirth data in the Birth Registration Dataset,
and thus all analyses based on this set are restricted to live births only. Each of these
factors must thus be taken into account when interpreting information in this report that has
been derived from the Birth Registration Dataset.
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