
 

 

APPENDIX 5: NATIONAL MORTALITY COLLECTION  

Mode of Data Collection 
The National Mortality Collection is a dataset managed by the Ministry of Health which 
contains information on the underlying cause(s) of death as well as basic demographic 
data for all deaths registered in New Zealand since 1988. Data pertaining to fetal and 
infant deaths are a subset of the Mortality Collection, with cases in this subset having 
additional information on factors such as birth weight and gestational age [1].  

Each month the Births, Deaths and Marriages service of the Department of Internal Affairs 
sends the Ministry of Health electronic death registration information, Medical Certificates 
of Cause of Death, and Coroner’s reports. Additional information on the cause of death is 
obtained from the National Minimum Dataset (NMDS), private hospital discharge returns, 
the NZ Cancer Registry (NZCR), the Department of Courts, the Police, the Land Transport 
Authority (LTSA), Water Safety NZ, Media Search and from writing letters to certifying 
doctors, coroners and medical records officers in public hospitals. Using information from 
these data sources, an underlying cause of death (ICD-10-AM) is assigned by Ministry of 
Health staff using the World Health Organization’s rules and guidelines for mortality coding 
[2]. 

Data Quality Issues Relating to the National Mortality Collection 
Unlike the NMDS, where information on the principal diagnosis is coded at the hospital 
level and then forwarded electronically to the Ministry of Health, in the National Mortality 
Collection each of the approximately 28,000 deaths occurring in New Zealand each year is 
coded manually by Ministry of Health staff. For most deaths the Medical Certificate of 
Cause of Death provides the information required, although coders also have access to 
the information contained in the NMDS, NZ Cancer Registry, LSTA, Police, Water Safety 
NZ and ESR [2]. As a consequence, while coding is still reliant on the accuracy of the 
death certificate and other supporting information, there remains the capacity for a uniform 
approach to the coding which is not possible for hospital admissions data.  

While there are few published accounts of the quality of coding information contained in 
the National Mortality Collection, the dataset lacks some of the inconsistencies associated 
with the NMDS, as the process of death registration is mandated by law and there are few 
ambiguities as to the inclusion of cases over time. As a consequence, time series analyses 
derived from this dataset are likely to be more reliable than that provided by the NMDS. 
One issue that may affect the quality of information derived from this dataset however is 
the collection of ethnicity data, which is discussed in more detail in Appendix 6 of this 
report (Measurement of Ethnicity). 
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