
Expression of Interest to join the: 

South Island Alliance
Te Ara Whakapiri Workgroup   

VACANCY: We are looking for health care professionals and Māori 
health workers from around the South Island, with a passion for 
providing quality care in the last days of life, to join the South Island 
Alliance Te Ara Whakapiri Workgroup. This newly established fixed-
term (1 year) workgroup aims to support all services providing end-of-
life care (including hospices, aged residential care, primary care and 
hospitals) to consistently implement the ‘Te Ara Whakapiri: principles 
and guidance for the last days of life’ programme. We are especially 
interested in those who already are, or are planning to be, the 
resource person for Te Ara Whakapiri in their service. 

You may be working in a DHB, NGO, PHO or other team, the main 
criteria is that you are committed to working in a collaborative, cross-
sector alliance to achieve success for your service as well as all other 
South Island services engaged in this project.  

BACKGROUND: Although Te Ara Whakapiri is a nationally developed 
and recognised programme to support quality care at the end-of-life, 
its use is sporadic in the South Island. At present, each service needs 
to independently adapt and implement the documents, education 
package and change-management processes required in the absence 
of a national implementation plan. The establishment of this 
workgroup aims to rectify this for the South Island by sharing 
resources and working collaboratively to achieve consistent 
implementation in all participating services.  

Joining the Te Ara Whakapiri Workgroup is an opportunity to help 
shape the development and delivery of palliative care services 
throughout the South Island and support the Palliative Care 
Workstreams’ vision of:

“High quality, person centred, palliative and end-of-life care 
available to the population of the South Island, according to need 

and irrespective of location.”
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The key functions of the Workgroup include:

• Develop a Workplan to guide project activities

• Establish current use of Te Ara Whakapiri in the South Island 

• Review the documents currently in use 

• Consult with stakeholders

• Develop standardised ‘fit-for-purpose’ South Island documents 

allowing for local content where appropriate

• Add Quality Initiatives for monitoring, auditing and evaluation 

• Explore electronic document options 

• Develop education and implementation tools

• Report on progress monthly to the Palliative Care Workstream

Role requirements:
• Be a passionate advocate for quality palliative care
• Attend short monthly meetings via teleconference or zoom
• Progress Workplan activities between meetings as agreed
• Work collaboratively; promoting trust, information sharing, 

innovation, low bureaucracy and success
• Experience with engaging across the health sector to 

understand challenges and achieve consensus is preferred

It is expected that your manager and organisation support your 
interest in joining this Workgroup and that your involvement is 
incorporated as part of your regular duties. Members are required 
to join for the full term of the project (1 year). 
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Timeline
EOI published: 14th May 2019
Closing date: 31st May 2019

Acknowledgement of application: within 5 working days of receipt
Notification of outcome: No later than 7th June 2019

1st meeting (teleconference): Monday 17th June, 10-11am

Applications will be reviewed by members of the Palliative Care 
Workstream with nominations submitted to the Alliance Leadership 
Team.

This Expression of Interest has been posted on the South Island 
Alliance website and distributed to relevant organisations.

For further information, please contact Dr Kate Grundy (Chair, Te 
Ara Whakapiri Workgroup): kate.grundy@cdhb.health.nz  

To apply, complete the application form and send to: 
Joanna.Hathaway@siapo.health.nz


