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Thank you to everyone who joined us for the first Palliative Care Workstream Sector Engagement Forum on 20  
August. We were thrilled with the number of representatives from across the South Island and across the health  
sector. Attendees from hospitals, hospices, aged care, management and planning and funding provided great  
feedback on our progress and how they would like to be involved in future.  

 
Kate Grundy, Chair of our Workstream, led the discussion which gave an overview of where the Palliative Care 
Workstream has come from , our vision and our progress thus far. Kate’s presentation also included an overview of 
key projects currently underway, such as the hospital and hospice surveys and the Primary Palliative Care  
provision and resourcing working group. The feedback we received from attendees signalled a strong interest in us 
continuing to run Sector Engagement Forums and we will commit to ensuring these are an annual occurrence.    

 

Hospitals’ survey 

 

South Island hospitals providing specialist palliative care were sent an electronic survey to help evaluate the  
current level of service provision. We received a very good response and would like to express our thanks to  
everyone who took the time to participate. The results have been analysed and interim survey findings will be  
released shortly.   

 

A similar survey has been circulated to hospices. We’re looking forward to seeing the responses and would  
encourage all hospices to participate. A reminder that each hospice should only submit one response, however,  
multiple people can provide input to inform the response. The Palliative Care Workstream team is available to help if 
need be.  

 

Government funding for hospices 

The Ministry of Health has allocated $7 million to hospices for new roles and services that improve the quality of  

palliative care in aged residential care (ARC), primary care and community settings. The funding will be allocated 

based on the DHB population-based funding formula share following the development of local and regional service 

development proposals. It is the Ministry’s expectation that hospices will work with DHBs and other local providers, 

such as ARC and PHOs, to establish the priorities and outcomes for the funding. It is intended that proposals will be 

submitted to the Ministry, with the help of Hospice New Zealand, by the end of 2015 for implementation in early 

2016. The Ministry is also expanding its palliative care team to enable it to support development of new services with 

this funding and has committed to funding the cost of planning the new services. 

  

Local hospices are keen to hear your ideas on where you think there is potential for service development in  

community, primary and ARC, or where you have identified any gaps in service. If you would like to discuss this 

funding or have suggestions then we would love to hear from you. Please contact your local hospice or one of the 

three representatives sitting on the South Island Alliance Palliative care Workstream:  

jane.rollings@nursemaude.org.nz 

sharon.stewart@otagohospice.co.nz 

brigid@forrest.co.nz (representing Nelson Marlborough) 


