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Surveys on Palliative Care and Hospice Services across the South Island 

A report is being prepared on findings from the survey of palliative care services within hospitals across 

the region.  Early data suggests there is great variability on service delivery but also many positives that 

can be shared.  The employment of spiritual care workers was unfortunately omitted from the hospice 

survey, therefore a question will be circulated to respondents to provide information on this issue. Fol-

lowing that, the survey findings will be collated and a report compiled. 

Lippincott Procedures 

Lippincott Procedures are a point-of-care procedure guide to help clinicians save time and provide safer 

and more effective care.  They provide real-time access to step-by-step guides for over 1,600 evidence-

based procedures and skills in a variety of specialty settings. Lippincott is now available in all South Island 

DHBs and planning is underway for a wider South Island health sector rollout. The Lippincott documents 

have been reviewed and are well regarded by the Palliative Care workstream. Clinical Expert Groups have 

been set up nationally to take responsibility for reviewing and updating procedures and to provide expert 

clinical input across all areas. Palliative Care Nurse Practitioner, Carla Arkless is to meet with members of 

the Alliance's Workforce Development Hub to develop a plan for how we can feed in to the process. 

Palliative Care interRAI Pilot Update 

A pilot project is underway to test the use of two interRAI palliative care assessment and care planning 

tools in three District Health Boards (Hawkes Bay, Mid Central and Canterbury). The pilot will be used to 

inform requirements for a wider implementation of the Palliative Care interRAI within New Zealand. Clini-

cal leadership is being provided by Kate Grundy of Canterbury DHB and she is presenting on the pilot to 

an international group of interRAI members in October. The tools, including a full version for the majority 

of palliative care patients and a shorter tool for those felt to be in the last days or weeks of life have been 

loaded onto the server for use in the pilot project from November. 

Paediatric Palliative Care 

The National Paediatric Palliative Care Guidelines are completed and available on the Starship website 

(https://www.starship.org.nz/for-health-professionals/starship-clinical-guidelines/p/palliative-care-

clinical-guidelines). It was agreed that these should be shared on the SI HealthPathway website and the 

South Island Alliance Palliative Care Workstream and Child Health Alliance webpage .  
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E prescribing Update 

The e-Prescribing and administration (ePA) project allows medication to be prescribed and administra-

tion to be recorded electronically.  Benefits of the ePA project are a reduction in common errors such as 

mistakes in patient identification, unreadable medicine names and incorrect or missing prescriber infor-

mation.  An update on e-Prescribing was discussed at the PCW September meeting and it was agreed 

that it is vital for Hospices to be included in any rollouts as they progressively come on board. 


