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Welcome Sally and Jo! 
After completing all the required endorsement processes, we are now very pleased to introduce you to our 
newest members on the Palliative Care Workstream; Sally Fleming and Jo Truscott. 
 

 

 
Sally is a Clinical Nurse Specialist working with the Otago Community Hospice supporting 
Aged Residential Care providers to develop and deliver palliative care services. Sally’s 
experience within Aged Residential Care includes management, quality and clinical roles and 
she provides a coal face perspective of some of the challenges the sector faces when 
providing palliative care.  Her postgraduate education includes a PG Certificate in Palliative 
Care, a Masters in Nursing Science and she is a current Nurse Practitioner intern.  
 
 
 

 
Jo is a Clinical Nurse Specialist in paediatric palliative care based at Nurse Maude, 
Christchurch. Her role spans community, hospital and hospice in Canterbury with the ability 
to liaise and support other South Island services. Jo’s background includes 20 years working 
with children requiring haematology/oncology services. She is a member of the NZ 
Paediatric Palliative Care Clinical Network and a palliative care representative on the South 
Island Adolescent and Young Adult Cancer Advisory Group.  
 
 

 

Members of the Palliative Care Workstream are generally appointed for three years and we are very excited 
about the expertise these two members bring. Meanwhile, we continue to chip away at our current projects 
including meeting with St John to support the work they do providing pre-hospital care to patients with life-
limiting illness in the community, working with the South Island Health of Older People Alliance (HOPSLA) to 
improve patient outcomes for those with end-stage dementia and supporting an E-prescribing pilot with GPs, 
DNs and the Hospice in Nelson and Tasman areas. If you have any thoughts you’d like to share with the PCW, 
please email our Chair, Dr David Butler: David.Butler@otagohospice.co.nz 
 

 

Te Ara Whakapiri Workgroup  
 

This fixed-term Workgroup continue to review the documents published by the Ministry of Health, develop 
quality measures and investigate ways of integrating Te Ara Whakapiri in to the various electronic patient 
management systems used by services across the South Island. The group are also looking at how existing care 
plans and processes could be utilised, reviewed and promoted to improve the care of all adults (not just those 
on Te Ara Whakapiri) in their last days of life and after death.  
 

If you have any questions, please contact our Chair, Dr Kate Grundy: Kate.Grundy@cdhb.health.nz 
 

Error in the South Island Alliance newsletter emailed out Thursday 29th August 
Apologies if you clicked on the ‘PCW August Update’ link in this newsletter – an old draft of this update was 
incorrectly attached – please ignore it! 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks everyone. Until next month, Jo Hathaway Regional (South Island) Programme Facilitator for Palliative Care 

+643 3786914 / 027 512 6122 or Joanna.Hathaway@siapo.health.nz 
Our PCW vision: high quality, person centred, palliative and end-of-life care  

available to the population of the South Island according to need and irrespective of location. 
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