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Welcome to our new cancer consumer member 
We are pleased to introduce our new consumer member, Christine Cuff. Christine lives in Hokitika with 

her husband Martin. Both Chris and Martin have been through cancer and 
recovery, along with two of their four children. Alongside her career, working at 
Air New Zealand as sole charge operator at Hokitika Airport for a number of 
years and operating a mechanical/petrol station business at Kaniere with 
Martin, Christine has been heavily involved as a cancer volunteer for about 20 
years. She worked for the Cancer Society as sole cancer support co-ordinator in 
Hokitika, and also ran support meetings in Hokitika and South Westland for 
many years. Christine’s vision as part of the PCW is to ensure high quality end-
of-life care South Island-wide – however remote or rural the location. 

Survey reports roadshow  
The Palliative Care Workstream roadshow circuit begins next month, so now is a good time to get 
prepared. During September and October, the roadshow will be led by Dr Kate Grundy and supported 
by local PCW members. The roadshow is visiting all South Island DHBs to tell the South Island story (a 
whole of system picture), present the findings from the palliative care surveys and facilitate discussion 
on innovations and gaps. We encourage a broad attendance across primary care, acute care, aged 
residential care, DHB management, planning and funding, PHOs, district nursing, and rural hospitals.  

How to prepare in your locality: 

• Send information to your local members and encourage key local stakeholders to read the reports  
•  Discuss local priorities to inform the agenda 
•  Identify key audiences and presentation opportunities (e.g. existing forums/meetings, grand 
rounds). 

Allied Health  
This year, the PCW will be focusing on the Allied Health workforce who provide palliative care support 
and treatment across our health system. We are looking for new members to join this subgroup, who 
will provide recommendations on the learning needs of Allied Health professionals, to support the 
delivery of palliative care in non-specialist settings.  An expression of interest will be sent out for team 
member recruitment. The team will be working with the SI Directors of Allied Health (DAHs) and SI 
Workforce Development Hub to explore opportunities to provide guidance on the substantive 
competencies for allied health professionals undertaking education in palliative care in the South Island.  

 

For more information, please email kate.grundy@cdhb.health.nz 

Our vision: high quality, person centred, palliative and end of life care  
available to the population of the South Island according to need and irrespective of location. 
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