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New members for the Palliative Care Workstream 
The Expression of Interest process has now closed with two nurses receiving nominations from the Palliative 
Care Workstream (we would have taken more if we could, as all the applications were great!). Their details have 
now been submitted to all South Island DHB CEOs, as well as the Strategic Planning and Integration Team, for 
final endorsement. We look forward to introducing these two new members next month so watch this space! 
  

Meanwhile, the Palliative Care Workstream continues to meet monthly (usually via 
teleconference) to address challenges and progress initiatives for the South Island. One of our 
‘new’ projects is looking at how we can improve care for those at home or in Aged Residential 
Facilities to ensure symptom/condition changes are addressed appropriately 24hrs a day. One of 
the service providers involved is St John, and we are delighted to be working closely with their 
Right Care Advisors to better understand their challenges and find ways to share knowledge and 

improve systems across the South Island.  If you have any thoughts you’d like to share with the PCW, please 
email our Chair, Dr David Butler: David.Butler@otagohospice.co.nz 
 

Allied Health Workgroup  
This fixed-term Workgroup is now over half way through their time together 
and is honing in on the end goal; to write a framework to prepare, educate 
and support allied health professionals to deliver quality palliative care.  
 

Having spent much of the beginning of the year investigating what currently 
exists, members are now looking at the competencies required to guide 
allied health professionals in their development of palliative care expertise 
using the All / Some/ Few model. Luckily there has already been excellent 
work done in this area internationally and members have been comparing 
documents from Ireland, Nova Scotia and British Columbia with New Zealand 
competencies for allied health and palliative care nursing. Once we know the 
skills required, we can match this with the support needed to get there.  
 

Alongside this work, momentum for the project is growing with networks like 
the South Island Directors of Allied Health taking a keen interest in providing 
advice and support.  
 

If you would like to contact the Allied Health Workgroup, please contact our 
Chair, Karla Poyner: kpoyner@motushealth.co.nz 

 

Te Ara Whakapiri Workgroup  
Wow, this group have hit the ground running with two teleconference meetings under their belt already and big 
plans to complete their work over the next year. They are aiming to support South Island services providing end-
of-life care (including hospices, aged residential care, primary care and hospitals) to consistently implement the 
‘Te Ara Whakapiri: principles and guidance for the last days of life’ programme. This includes finding out what 
services are already using Te Ara Whakapiri, taking a fresh look at the Ministry of Health documents and toolkits 
and developing South Island resources so all services can provide the same level of care in the last days of life.  
 

If you have any questions or would like your service to be involved in the implementation, please contact our 
Chair, Dr Kate Grundy: Kate.Grundy@cdhb.health.nz 
 
 

Thanks everyone. Until next month, Jo Hathaway Regional (South Island) Programme Facilitator for Palliative Care 

+643 3786914 / 027 512 6122 or Joanna.Hathaway@siapo.health.nz 
Our PCW vision: high quality, person centred, palliative and end-of-life care  

available to the population of the South Island according to need and irrespective of location. 
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