
 

 

 

 

 

  

It’s a wrap – the South Island Palliative Care Engagement Forum  

Over 40 health professionals, from Stewart Island to Wellington, came together to discuss topics relating 
to the provision of high quality, consistent palliative care at the second annual South Island Palliative Care 
Engagement Forum last month.  

Positive feedback was received from participants who represented a range of areas across the sector, 
including clinical, management, community and hospital. Topics in the agenda included ePrescribing, 
HealthPathways, VOICES, survey reports and Te Ara Whakapiri, as well as the Ministry of Health’s Review 
of Palliative Care Services in New Zealand. 

For next year’s event, the Palliative Care Workstream will explore ways to maximise participation with 
the technology available.  

Goodbye and thank you to PCW member Sharon Stewart  

Sharon was one of the founding members of the South Island Palliative Care 
Workstream and has been a committed and passionate member of the group.   

A registered nurse with extensive experience in cancer and end-of-life care, 
Sharon is a strong advocate for hospice and community. Her broad experience 
means she also understands the wider aspects of palliative care. We are grateful 
for her significant contribution to the design of the palliative care survey for 
hospices and interpretation of the data.  

We will miss Sharon’s commitment and sense of humour, and wish her the best for her future 
professional endeavours.  

New workstream members. Watch this space… 

Our workstream membership has changed over the last few months and soon we will begin recruitment 
for four new members. We will provide more information about these roles closer to the time. 

Exciting activity at the Ministry of Health 

Michelle Main, Palliative Care Programme Manager at the Ministry reports on some of her work to date: 

 Completing an environmental scan of palliative care activity around New Zealand. 

 Updating the Minister of Health on progress in relation to the innovations projects.  

 Commissioning research on trajectories of palliative care in New Zealand. 

 Completing a palliative care timeline of key events and publications from 1998 to 2017. 

 Completing a stocktake of models of care and developing some conceptual models to showcase 
how advance care planning and Te Ara Whakapiri integrate into the palliative approach.   

For more information about PCW, contact the facilitator, Jane Haughey, on 027 512 6122 or 
jane.haughey@siapo.health.nz 

Our vision: high quality, person centred, palliative and end of life care  
available to the population of the South Island according to need and irrespective of location. 
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