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St John partnership  

The two South Island education sessions for St John staff on palliative and end of life care were delivered in June. The Palliative 

Care Workstream (PCW), along with Anne Morgan from Hospice New Zealand, assisted in the development of course materials 

and content, and PCW chair Dr Kate Grundy attended the first session in Dunedin as a subject matter expert.   

St John recognised the input received from PCW and Hospice New Zealand in following message, “I just wanted to sincerely 

thank you both for your time, effort and enthusiasm in helping get the training manual over the line. Your input has been 

invaluable and I’m grateful you have managed to find the time to help in the development of this material.”  

Aligning our work plan to our vision  

The PCW has agreed on the following set of statements that underpin all of our activities. These statements, or strategic key 

messages, ensure we are all on the same page in terms of what we are trying to achieve. The workstream will review these 

messages on an annual basis to ensure they reflect current priorities.  

Hospital and hospice palliative care survey reports 

Kate Grundy, chair of the PCW, presented the hospice and hospital survey reports to the South Island Alliance Strategic Planning 

and Integration Team (SPaIT) on 29 June. The group strongly supports the work already undertaken by PCW. The next step is to 

gather information about primary palliative care provision across the South Island to inform a strategic development plan. 

VOICES project gets the go-ahead  

The Alliance Leadership Team has approved funding for the VOICES project. VOICES (views of informal carers for the evaluation 

of services) is widely used in the UK and has been contextualised to New Zealand by the University of Auckland. It gathers 

information about perceptions of end of life care. The project will run over two years and will focus on the experiences of 

patients, their families and whānau in the last three months of life, across the South Island. It includes the nature and extent of 

symptoms; service satisfaction including integration across services; and access to and experiences of palliative care services. 

The New Zealand version has a particular focus on the experiences of Māori. 

For more information about the PCW, contact the facilitator, Jane Haughey on 027 512 6122 or jane.haughey@siapo.health.nz.  
 

Our vision: high quality, person centred, palliative and end of life care  
available to the population of the South Island according to need and irrespective of location. 

 High quality palliative care is patient centred and includes the patient, their family and whānau, and all health 

care professionals involved in their care.  

 A whole of sector approach is needed to ensure everyone in the South Island, regardless of health care 

setting, has equal access to seamless, high quality palliative and end of life care.   

 Palliative and end of life care is led by the person’s primary health care team, supported by specialist services.  

 Improvements to the way we deliver care should be clinically led, regionally implemented and shared for the 

benefit of the whole population. 

 Effective use of technology and information systems connects everyone involved in a person’s care and 

ensures a coordinated, integrated and comprehensive approach.  

 The health care workforce needs to be appropriately trained and supported to deliver high quality palliative 

and end of life care – this requires a whole of sector approach. 
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