
 

 

 

 

Spotlight on palliative care 

For those of you who missed it, our Palliative Care Workstream chair, Dr Kate Grundy provided a guest 
editorial for the recent South Island Alliance newsletter. You can read her reflections on end-of-life care, 
how far we’ve come and where we need to go, here: www.sialliance.health.nz/GuestEditorial/JaneGrundy  

Take-home messages from the Palliative Care Outcomes Symposium 2017 

Three members of the Palliative Care Workstream attended the Palliative Care Outcomes Symposium last 
month in Wellington. They were: Dr Kate Grundy, Sharon Adler (Portfolio Manager, Older People, 
Planning & Funding, Southern DHB) and Sharon Stewart (Clinical Leader, Otago Community Hospice).  

The symposium stimulated discussion and collaboration across the palliative care sector on the growing 
focus on outcome measurement rather than process management. The Workstream is exploring how we 
can approach outcome measurement in the services we provide. For more information: 

 Measuring What Matters: Palliative Care  
www.health.govt.nz/publication/measuring-what-matters-palliative-care  

 More suggestions for recommended reading 
www.sialliance.health.nz/outcome_measures_recommended_reading  

New connection with Te Waipounamu Māori Leadership Group for Cancer  

Earlier this month, Palliative Care Workstream Facilitator, Jane Haughey, and 
Chair, Kate Grundy, met with the Chair of Te Waipounamu Māori Leadership 
Group for Cancer, Elizabeth Cunningham (Ngati Tahu, Ngati Mutunga), to 
explore how we can align to improve outcomes for Māori. 

Te Waipounamu Māori Leadership Group for Cancer is a Māori-led initiative that 
focuses on working together to reduce inequalities. Elizabeth highlighted that 
Māori cancer rates are higher than the rest of the population, and for nearly all 
cancers Māori have higher mortality rates.  

There is a clear synergy between the Te Waipounamu Māori Leadership Group for Cancer and our 
Workstream, and together we are exploring how we can progress our shared goals. 

Watch this space … Te Ara Whakapiri Toolkit to be released soon 

Te Ara Whakapiri: Principles and guidance for the last days of life promotes quality care at the end of life 
for all adults in New Zealand. It was endorsed by key professional organisations in New Zealand. 

A suite of resources designed to help operationalise Te Ara Whakapiri have been developed. This is the Te 
Ara Whakapiri Toolkit and it replaces Parts C and D of the original guidance document. Services are 
invited to use as many elements of the Toolkit as they wish, and a formal feedback process will be held 
later in the year. A sector wide announcement will be made by the Ministry of Health on its release. 
 

For more information about PCW, contact the facilitator, Jane Haughey, on 027 512 6122 or jane.haughey@siapo.health.nz 

Our vision: high quality, person centred, palliative and end of life care  
available to the population of the South Island according to need and irrespective of location. 
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