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Meeting Clare Lawrence from the Ministry of Health 

It was a pleasure to meet the recently appointed Ministry of Health programme manager for palliative care, Clare Lawrence, 

at the face-to-face meeting of the Palliative Care Workstream (PCW) in May. At the meeting, Clare outlined the ministry’s 

current work plan and presented her vision for the future.  

Clare has a team around her within the ministry to support the sector to deliver palliative care in all settings and improve the 

effectiveness, efficiency and quality of palliative care services. The work plan focuses on integration, with activities across the 

sector; from the Ministry of Health to district health boards (DHBs), regional networks and non-government organisations. The 

implementation of Te Ara Whakapiri is high on Clare’s priority list and she is closely associated with the palliative care review 

currently underway by the Policy Unit and the new initiatives funding for hospices.  

Clare’s ministry position is located in the long-term conditions team, managed by Karen Evison, which she feels is a good fit for 

palliative care now and into the future. The move away from the cancer team is significant, but Clare still works very closely 

with Sarah Eames and others in that team to ensure the relationship with cancer remains strong.  

Hospice and hospital palliative care reports  

Initial feedback on the hospital report has been received from the South Island Alliance Strategic Planning and Integration 

Team  (SpaIT) and the Alliance Leadership Team (ALT). Kate Grundy, chair of the PCW, has been invited to present both the 

hospice and hospital reports at the next meeting in June. We are hopeful that some robust discussion will be generated to 

help focus our efforts across the South Island, with the aim of improving consistency and equity of specialist services, as well 

as some forward thinking initiatives to maximise the resources available. 

InterRAI and palliative care  

Also present at the face-to-face meeting was Sharyn Crichton, needs assessor from the palliative care service at Nurse Maude 

in Christchurch. Sharyn is taking part in the palliative care interRAI pilot, underway in three DHBs across the country. The pilot 

is progressing very well with initial results showing that it is certainly fit for purpose and easy to use. InterRai is proving to be 

an excellent tool for identifying needs and helping with the transfer of palliative patients into aged residential care. The pilot is 

continuing until July. 

Palliative Care Workstream member recruitment 

The PCW is looking for a suitable member from Southern to join the workstream. Given the recent resignation of a South 

Canterbury geriatrician with an interest in palliative care and a Canterbury paediatric oncologist, the PCW is ideally looking to 

find another doctor with expertise in palliative care. The potential member could have either a hospice/community or hospital 

background. We currently have only two members from Southern: Sharon Adler, portfolio manager for older people and 

registered nurse Sharon Stewart, clinical leader at Otago Community Hospice. A third member, Carla Arkless, a nurse 

practitioner, was originally from Southern but has recently moved to Nelson. She has retained her position on the 

workstream. Please contact the PCW facilitator (details below) for details about how to nominate.  

 

For more information about the Palliative Care Workstream, contact the facilitator Jane Haughey on 027 512 6122 or 

jane.haughey@siapo.health.nz.  


