
 

 

 

 

 

Update on palliative care surveys 

 Aged residential care: The aged residential care survey has been developed and is supported by the 
NZ Aged Care Association. It will be made available to South Island members in the New Year. 

 District health boards (DHBs): Palliative care portfolio managers have been approached to complete 
the survey and we encourage those who have not yet completed it to do so as soon as possible.  

 Primary health organisations (PHOs): The response to the PHO survey has been positive, with only a 
few responses still to come.  

Views of informal carers for the evaluation of services (VOICES)  

The South Island Palliative Care Workstream is partnering with University of Canterbury to survey whānau 
and family of palliative care patients, using a New Zealand version of VOICES. The contracting 
arrangements for this project are underway. The survey aims to explore differences in the experience of 
end-of-life services according to key socio-demographic variables, including ethnicity and age.  

Long-term conditions strategy 

Our consumer representative, Marj Allen, attended a Ministry of Health led meeting regarding a new 
long-term conditions strategy in her role on Consumer Health Navigator NZ. This new strategy will provide 
guidance across the full spectrum of chronic conditions from childhood to older age. It is very encouraging 
to see that palliative care is an active participant in the long-term condition conversation.  

Palliative care input into national advance care planning review 

The Health Quality & Safety Commission (HQSC) has commissioned a national review of advance care 
planning (ACP), with a focus on recommendations for the future. Two of our workstream members, Carla 
Arkless and Marj Allan, will be supporting this review in their roles on the ACP Advisory Group.  

More focus on allied health in 2017-18 

The South Island Palliative Care Workstream 2017-18 work plan has been drafted. Much of the work will 
build on the previous year, with the increased emphasis on allied health.  

New Healthy Ageing Strategy released  

New Zealand’s first strategy focusing on healthy ageing was launched last week. Healthy Ageing Strategy 
(Associate Minister of Health. 2016) presents the overarching direction and action plan for the next 10 
years in regards to the health and wellbeing of older people. The vision of the strategy is that “older 
people live well, age well, and have a respectful end of life in age-friendly communities”.  
 

We extend very best wishes to you all for the festive season and for a happy and peaceful 2017. 
 

For more information about the South Island Palliative Care Workstream, contact the facilitator, Jane Haughey, on 027 512 
6122 or jane.haughey@siapo.health.nz 

Our vision: high quality, person centred, palliative and end of life care  
available to the population of the South Island according to need and irrespective of location. 
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