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Palliative Care Roadshows and Planning Day 

Between September and November 2018, Kate Grundy, Palliative Care Physician and Chair of the 
PCW (supported by PCW members and the SIAPO team), visited all South Island DHBs as part of the 
South Island Palliative Care Roadshow. Meetings, education sessions and workshops were held in 
eight locations (Nelson, Blenheim, Dunedin, Invercargill, Timaru, Greymouth, Ashburton and 
Christchurch) and were well attended by people involved or interested in the provision of palliative 
care (including aged residential care, general practice teams, secondary care and DHB management). 

The roadshow events provided an opportunity to discuss local and regional issues, as well as canvas 
ideas and potential solutions. Common themes emerged, including:  

 the need for more proactive/planned care 

 disparate staffing levels in DHBs 

 varying definitions of palliative care 

 differences in palliative care planning and funding models 

 the importance of IT connectedness  

 workforce development in both primary and specialist palliative care.   

The final round-up event was a planning day in Christchurch on 4 December. This was attended by 
over 40 people from around the South Island. Participants were divided into groups to address four 
key issues: primary care after-hours cover; service enablers (including staff levels and IT); education; 
and psychosocial support.  

We would sincerely like to thank everyone who joined us and helped generate the goals, actions, 
strategies and timelines that will be incorporated into our 2019/20 PCW workplan. A full report on 
the roadshows and planning day will be released early in the New Year. 

 

Allied Health Workgroup 

This is an exciting time as we pull together our first sub-group of the PCW to have a deeper look at 
how we train and support our allied health workforce to ensure they are confident in caring for 
people with palliative needs.  

This new workgroup will be up and running in January with a tight timeframe (one year) to investigate 
the current perspectives of allied health professionals across the South Island and develop a 
framework to prepare, educate and support them to deliver high quality, person-centred palliative 
care.  

Watch this space for updates! 
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Jo Hathaway – our new Regional Programme Facilitator for Palliative Care 

Jo joined the SIAPO team in November and hit the ground running with 
roadshow and planning day events. She is a Timaru/Christchurch girl 
who migrated north for her high school and training days and became a 
palliative care nurse specialist, having been around hospices for much of 
the last 20 years. Jo has dabbled in palliative care education, 
management and strategic work alongside clinical roles over the years, 
and is particularly interested in how we meet the palliative care needs of 
our ethnically and spiritually diverse communities. She completed a 
research thesis on the experiences of Chinese immigrant families when 
receiving hospice care in New Zealand and has an interest in the 
Himalayan region; having had the good fortune to be involved in 
palliative care in Nepal. She is now happy to be back with family in 
Canterbury and excited about working in the SIAPO team. Welcome Jo! 

“The PCW has a great reputation as a passionate, motivated and 
dynamic force to be reckoned with, and I’m really looking forward to 

working with them in 2019”. 

VOICES Survey – almost finished 

The VOICES (Views of Informal Carers’ Evaluation of Services) survey is now in the analysis and 
reporting phase with Kate Reid and her research students analysing information from over 500 South 
Island respondents. This survey aims to capture the circumstances and experiences of people who died 
while in the care of the South Island health system, and their family and whānau. We hope to identify 
socio-demographic and disease-related predictors of patterns of service use and family/whānau 
satisfaction. Initial findings are expected early next year.  

 

EOI for Planning and Funding/PHO member 

Following Sharon Adler’s (Health of Older People Portfolio Manager at Southern DHB) resignation 
from the PCW, we will be seeking a new member with a DHB planning and funding or PHO 
perspective. Expressions of interest will be sought early in the New Year. In the interim, if you have 
questions about the role, please contact Kate kate.grundy@cdhb.health.nz or Sharon 
sharon.adler@southerndhb.govt.nz 

 
Last but not least, we wish you and your whānau a safe, restful and happy festive season. 
 

For more information, contact Jo Hathaway, SIAPO Regional Programme Facilitator – Palliative Care; 
027 512 6122 or Joanna.Hathaway@siapo.health.nz 

 
Our vision: high quality, person centred, palliative and end of life care  

available to the population of the South Island according to need and irrespective of location. 
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